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CHARACTERS. 

Catarina  (  Prima  donna  ) 1st  Soprano. 

Jacqueline  (  A  Savoyard  flower  girl  ) Contralto. 

Miss  Chippins,  ( A  milliner  and  dress^naker  )     .     .     .     .       2d  Soprano. 

Chorus  of  young  girls,  modistes  in  the  shoj)  of  Miss  Chippins. 


SCENE. 

The  workroom  of  Miss  Chippin's  shop  in  New  York.  The  time  is 
after  sunset.  Two  tables  are  ranged  down  the  room,  one  at  each  side, 
leaving  a  wide  avenue  between.  On  these  tables  lie  dresses,  etc.  One  or 
two  robes  are  hung  up  on  stands.  The  usual  paraphernalia  of  a  modiste's 
shop  lie  about. 

If  there  is  a  curtain,  Miss  Chippins  and  her  girls  are  discovered  at 
■work  when  it  rises;  if  there  is  not,  they  must  enter  by  a  side  door,  ber.r- 
ing  dresses,  wreaths,  etc.,  and  seat  themselves  at  their  work-tables.  One 
side  door,  which  is  supposed  to  lead  to  the  front  shop  and  to  the  street,  is 
sufl5cient.  A  window  at  back  is  an  advantage.  The  characters  enter 
immediately  after  the  overture  is  finished. 


COSTUMES. 

Catarina  wears  a  rich  ball  dress ;  Jacqueline  a  gay  Savoyard  dress, 
made  short.  She  })ears  a  basket  of  flowers,  and-  should  have  her  face  a 
little  browned.  Colored  crayons  will  do  this  well.  Miss  Chippins  is  an 
elderly  lady,  and  should  have  her  hair  dusted  with  powder  for  flour), 
and  wear  spectacles.  The  chorus  should  wear  gay  dresses, —  colored 
muslins,  etc. 


Tinie  of  i'e_presentation,  35  minutes. 
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No.  1.  SISTERS  STILL  WE  ARE   BUSY. 

CHORUS   AND   SOLO. 

(Miss  Chippins  ayid  her  girls,  making  artificial  wreaths ,  finishing  dresses,  etc.) 
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Miss  Ciiippins.  Now,  girls,  how  are  you  get- 
in^  on  with  the  Signorina's  wreath  ?  She 
will  be  sure  to  be  here  soon.  For  you  must 
know  she  appears  to-night  at  the  theater  in 
a  new  opera,  and  woe  to  us  poor  milliners 
if  all  her  dress  be  not  ready. 

1st  GiKL.  Ah !  Miss  Chippins,  we  have  been 
working  so  hard !  See,  the  wreath  is  almost 
done.    (Holds  it  up.) 

2d  Girl.  And  I  only  want  to  put  a  few  more 
stitches  to  this  lovely  belt. 

3d  Girl.  I  wish  I  were  aj^rima  donna  f  Heigh 
ho !    (  Yawns) 

All  the  Girls.    So  do  I ! 

Miss  Ciiippins.  Quiet,  little  chatterboxes ;  you 
really  don't  know  what  you  are  saying. 
Proud  is  the  position  of  Catarina,  no  doubt, 
and  I  can  quite  understand  you  envying 
her  a  little;  but  you  do  not  know  the  toil 
and  anxiety  she  has  doubtless  experienced 
before  coming  to  what  she  is. 

1st  Girl.  Tell  us  Catarina's  history.  Miss 
Chippins. 

All  the  Girls.    Yes !    do  tell  us ! 

Miss  Ciiippins.  Oh,  I  would  if  I  could ;  but  I 
really  don't  know  any  more  about  it  than 
yourselves. 

2d  Girl.  For  my  part,  I  think  she  is  a  very 
proud  and  haughty  personage. 


3d  Girl.  No  well-born  lady  would  flounce  in 
and  out  the  way  she  does,  and  speak  as  if 
we  were  so  many  bits  of  machinery ! 

Miss  Ciiippins.  Peace,  you  gossips !  Did  any- 
body ever  hear  such  scandal !  and  of  such 
a  good  customer,  too,  as  Catarina !  ( Clock 
strikes  seven.)  Seven  o'clock !  Thank  good- 
ness, we  are  well  forward  with  our  work,  — 
so  the  Signorina  can  come  when  she  likes. 
IIow  dark  it  is !  Let  us  have  the  candles 
lit! 

(1st    Girl  goes  out   and  returns  with   lighted 
candles.) 

1  st  Girl.  Well,  for  me,  I  rather  like  twilight,— 
so  poetical. 


2d 


Girl.    So 
ghosts ! 


suggestive  of   ghosts, —  I    like 


All  the  Girls.    Oh,  don't  say  so !    Dreadful ! 

3d  Girl.  Do  you  believe  in  ghosts.  Miss 
Chippins  ? 

Miss  Chippins.  Why,  not  exactly.  But  I  con- 
fess I  like  the  old  goblin  stories  of  my 
childhood  —  that  imagine  spirits  in  the  fire, 
and  in  the  air,  and  on  the  dreary  moor. 

All  the  Girls.  O,  tell  us  some  legend,  Miss 
Chippins. 

Miss  Chippins.  Well !  If  you  're  very  quiet  I  '11 
sing  you  an  old  ballad,  which  admonishes 
us  to  pray  against  all  unholy  influences- 
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All  the  Girls.  Thanks!  thanks!  How  very 
good  of  you ! 

3d  Girl.  Well,  I  must  say,  I  think  people  only 
see  ghosts  when  they've  had  too  much 
supper. 

2d  Girl.    Dreadful  idea !    But  you  We  not  at  all 

romantic. 

Miss  Chippins.    All  the  better,  perhaps. 

1st  Girl.  Don't  you  think,  Miss  Chippins, 
that  imagination  has  its  uses?  We  should 
become  melancholy  if  we  could  not  build 
up  little  castles  in  the  air,  and  fill  them 
with  phantoms,  or  — 

3d  Girl.    Phantoms ! 

2d  Girl.    Or  great  ladies ! 

A.LL  THE  Girls.    Or  dukes  with  titles  I 


Miss  CnippiNS.  There  is  a  wonderful  charm 
in  fancy.  The  danger  is  that  you  indulge 
in  nonsense.  Still,  I  would  not  have  you 
without  a  scrap  of  imagination  about  you, 
it  would  injure  business!  Hark!  what  is 
that— music? 

(7%6  sympliony  to  next  song  is  begun  very 
softly.  1st  Girl  runs  to  window  and  looks 
out.) 

1st  Girl.  Oh !  Miss  Chippins,  't  is  the  strange 
flower-girl,  Jacqueline,  who  so  often  sings 
in  our  street ! 

Miss  Chippins.  Hush !  She  is  beginning.  Let 
us  listen. 

(Jacqueline  sings  the  first  verse  of  her  song 
behind  the  scenes,  then  enters.,  comes  forward^ 
and  sings  second  verse. 
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Miss  Ciiippins.  So,  you  have  come  again,  Jac- 
queline! But  why  call  yourself  a  miser, 
as  you  do  in  your  song  ? 

Jacqueline.  Only  a  miser,  madam,  for  my 
country's  sake ;  for  the  sake  of  once  more 
treading  the  joyous  hills  of  old  Savoy,  and 
re-living  the  happy  past. 

Miss  Chippins.  And  you  save  up  all  your 
money  for  that  ? 

Jacqueline.    All  that  I  can  put  by. 

Miss  Chippins.  And  how  much  have  you  saved 
up  to  the  present,  Jacqueline  ? 

Jacqueline.    Half  a  dollar ! 

1st  Girl.  Oh,  Miss  Chippins,  what  a  sum  to 
travel  with!  Why,  I  have  more  in  my 
purse  just  now ! 

Miss  Chippins.    You  'U  not  have  it  very  long ! 

2d  Girl.  Yes,  let  us  make  a  contribution  to 
add  to  poor  Jacqueline's  little  home- 
fund. 

1st  Girl.  Yes,  let  us.  I'll  carry  round  the 
plate. 

2d  Girl.    Wait  till  the  middle  of  the  service! 

Miss  Chippins  {to  1st  Girl.)  Go  and  accomplish 
your  charitable  design ! 

1st  Girl  {takes  round  her  idorJc-basket  and  solic- 
its contributions^  saying ) :  For  the  poor 
Savoyard  flower-girl,  if  you  please,  {to 
Miss  Chippins). 


Miss     Chippins    {dropping    coin   into 
With  pleasure !  ' 


2d  Girl,    Here  goes  the  Sunday  School  cent. 

(  Drops  it  into  basket. ) 

3d  Girl.    Here  is  mine !  Come  on,  all  of  you  \ 

( They  each  drop  a  coin  into  the  basket.) 

1st  Girl.  And  here  is  mine.  So,  Jacqueline, 
a  trifling  addition  to  your  patriotic  fund. 

(  Gi^ics  her  the  money. ) 

Jacqueline.  Oh,  ladies,  how  good  you  are ! 
Why,  with  this,  and  what  my  flowers  bring 
me,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years  I 
shall  have  enough  to  pay  my  way  home 
again.  But  you  must  have  some  flowers ! 
You  won't  ?  Ah,  you  have  no  need  !  You 
wear  already  the  roses  in  your  cheeks,  and 


the  lilies  in  your  pure  lives.    Thanks !  now 
I  am  indeed  happy ! 

( Exit^  singing  merrily.  The  girls  set  to  icork^ 
softly  humming  the  music  of  first  chorus. ) 

Miss  Chippins.  Now,  girls,  hasten  on  with  the 
yyrima  donna's  wreath.  She  will  be  here 
soon. 

1st  Girl.    My  work  is  completed. 

2d  Girl.    And  mine. 

Miss  Chippins.  All  in  good  time.  {Bell  rings.) 
And  there  is  the  prima  donna  ! 

{ Enter  Catarina.     The  girls  rise  to  receive  her. ) 

Catarina.  Good  day,  ladies.  I  hope  my  dress 
is  ready.  Not  ready  ?  Oh,  really,  this  is 
too  bad. 

2d  Girl  ( to  her  companions ).  Didn  't  I  say  she 
was  a  proud  thing  ? 

Miss  Chippins  {to  Catarina).  Pardon,  mad- 
am, the  dress  is  perfectly  ready,  and  the 
wreath,  and  the  bouquet.  And,  you  will 
allow  me  to  add,  they  are  perfection. 

(  The  girls  bring  them  forward. ) 

Catarina.  They  are  indeed  —  charming !  How 
well  you  have  worked,  and  all  to  such  good 
purpose!  Your  labor,  young  ladies,  is 
indeed  a  science,  and  you  exalt  it  into  an  art. 

1st  Girl  {to  2d).  She  proud !  I  call  her  charm- 
ing! 

2d  Girl.    Wait  till  she  sees  the  bill! 

Catarina.  Your  rivalry  of  Nature  in  these 
flowers  should  make  her  jealous ! 

Miss  Chippins.  You  will  make  my  girls  proud, 
madam.  -Nature,  who  gives  the  flnest  of 
all  flowers,  is  not  proud,  for  that  reason. 

Catarina.  Ah,  but  you  have  made  this  dress 
so  well,  I  must  do  something  for  you  in 
return.  Say,  young  ladies,  would  you  care 
to  go  to  the  opera  to-night  and  admire  your 
handiwork  ? 

Miss  Chippins.  Impossible,  Donna  Catarina; 
we  are  too  busy,  and  must  work  through 
the  small  hours. 

1st  Girl.    But,  please,  signora  —  ( hesitates ). 

Miss  Chippins.    Well  ?    Speak ! 

1st  Girl.     Though  we  can 't  go  to  hear  the 
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Donna  Catarina— we  — we  {to  2d  Girl) 
Oh,  you  tell  her  what  we  would  like ! 

2d  Girl.  Why,  Miss  Chippins,  if  the  lady 
would  sinj?  for  us  here,  it  would  be  almost 
as  good  as  going  to  the  opera,  ( aside )  and 
four  dollars  cheaper ! 

All  the  Girls.    Yes,  that 's  it !    Do  sing ! 

Catarina.    Sing  for  you  ?    Oh,  with  pleasure. 


if  you  wish  it.  What  shall  it  be  ?  I  appear 
to-night  in  the  new  opera,  "  The  Mariner's 
Daughter."  If  you  like,  I  will  sing  you  the 
Cavatina. 

All  the  Girls.    Oh,  thanks,  madam. 

3d  Girl.    I  call  her  the  most  affable  lady  I  ever 
knew ! 

2d  Girl.    You  talk  too  much ! 
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(At  the  dose  tJiey  throio  at  her  feet  the  artificial 
flowers  from  their  icork-baskets^  crying^ 
''''Brava  /"  and  applauding.  At  this  moment 
Jacqueline  appears  at  the  entrance.) 

Miss  Chippins.  Why,  here  is  the  Savoyard 
again.    Have  you  lost  anything,  Jacqueline? 

1st  Girl.  Perhaps  her  parasol,  her  gold  watch, 
her  smelling-bottle,  her  little  white  poodle- 
dog? 

Jacqueline.  You  are  laughing  at  me.  But  — 
I  beg  the  lady's  pardon  for  interrupting 
her  —  but  ( to  Miss  Chippins  )  I  think,  ma'am, 
you  made  a  mistake. 

Catarina  ( aside ).    Surely,  I  should  know  that 


Miss  Chippins.   I  made  a  mistake,  child  ?  How  ? 

Jacqueline.  I  found  in  the  collection  you  made 
for  me,  a  gold  piece.  Thinking  some  one 
must  have  put  it  in  by  mistake  for  a  penny, 
I  have  brought  it  back.    Here  it  is. 

Miss  Chippins.  My  good  girl,  keep  it.  'T  was 
mine ;  I  meant  it  for  what  it  is.  (  Turning 
to  Catarina.)  Would  you  have  looked 
for  so  much  honesty,  Madame,  in  one  so 
humble  and  poor. 

Catarina.  Yes,  for  the  poor  are  sometimes  the 
most  honest.  The  gold  of  the  morning  sky 
falls  alike  on  the  monarch's  throne  and  the 
poor  man's  hovel ;  and  so  does  the  light  of 
probity  illume  the  humblest  human  heart ! 

2d  Girl  ( aside).    Service  has  begun ! 

Jacqueline  ( aside ).  That  voice  !  that  look ! 
The  dignity  of  that  gesture !  They  seem  to 
recall  the  unf  orgotten  spell  of  my  childhood ! 

Catarina.  Come  here,  girl  —  here  is  some  more 
money  to  add  to  your  purse.  (  Jacqueline 
approaches)  Gracious  powers !  the  prompt- 
ings of  my  heart  did  not  deceive  me ;  it  is 
indeed  she  ! 

2d  Girl  ( aside).     By  Rider  Haggard ! 

Miss  Chippins.    She !    To  whom  do  you  refer  ? 

Catarina.  Oh,  Jacqueline  —  my  own  dear  sis- 
ter Jacqueline !    ( Embraces  Jacqueline.) 

Jacqueline.    You  know  my  name? 

Catarina.  What!  have  you  forgotten  me, 
Jacqueline  ?  Have  time,  and  care,  and  the 
bitter  years  of  our  separation  effaced  all 
remembi-ance  of  Lisette  — your  sister  Lis- 
ette,  who  with  you  roamed  among  the  hills, 


and  plucked  the  flowers  from  the  dell,  and 
gambolled  by  many  a  maundering  stream 
in  old  Savoy? 

2d  Girl.    I  did  n't  think  they  were  gamblers ! 

Jacqueline  {to  Catarina).  Ah,  I  know  you 
now!  You  are  my  own  dear,  long-lost 
sister,  Lisette! 

Catarina.    My  dearest  Jacqueline  ! 

Jacqueline.  My  dearest  Lisette !  (  They  em- 
brace fervently.) 

(1st  and  2d  Girls  embrace  also,  comically.) 

Miss  Chippins.  This  is  indeed  a  singular  inci- 
dent. Young  ladies,  our  presence  here  is  a 
hindrance  to  the  sisterly  joys  of  those  so 
long  severed  and  now  happily  reunited! 
Let  us  leave  them  together. 

1st  Girl.  Yes,  come.  Who  would  have  ex- 
pecced  such  a  happy  meeting ! 

2d  Girl.  I  always  said  there  was  something 
distinguished  in  that  flower-girl ! 

3d  Girl.    You  did  n't ! 

2d  Girl.    I  did! 

1st  Girl.    How  can  you  tell  such  whoppers  ! 

Another  Girl.    She 's  all  right.    Come  off ! 

2d  Girl  (to  3d).    You're  a  common-minded 


person 


(  The  girls  leave  the  stage  wrangliiig  and  gossip- 
ing.   Miss  Chippins  follows.) 

Catarina.  My  dear  sister,  to  think  that  you 
should  be  selling  flowers,  and  wandering 
about,  while  I  was  reveling  in  riches ! 
But  I  sought  you,  high  and  low.  Two  years 
ago,  when  I  received  my  appointment  as 
prima  donna  at  La  Scala  Theatre,  I  jour- 
neyed into  Savoy,  but  only  to  find  our 
parents  dead,  our  old  home  broken  u]),  and 
you  gone  to  tempt  fortune  in  unknown 
parts. 

Jacqueline.  And  I,  too,  have  sought  you,  sis- 
ter, and  vainly.  For  who  could  recognize 
Lisette,  of  our  village,  in  the  famous  Donna 
Catarina,  the  first  singer  of  the  time  ! 

Catarina.  Ah,  I  rememberthe  hour  that  made 
me  so.  It  was  at  Rome,  where  our  relation 
Antonio,  who  is  at  the  Papal  Court,  pro- 
cured me  an  appearance.  It  was  a  trying 
but  a  glorious  ordeal,  my  first  appearance 
on  the  stage.  They  said  a  tear  glistened  in 
my  voice  that  night,  for  I  could  not  but 
think  of  Savoy. 
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Jacqueline.  And  so  you  sang  only  the  simple 
songs  of  our  fatherland? 

Catarina.  At  first.  But  soon  I  learned  more 
pretentious  songs,  —  ballads,  romances, 
serenades,  even  operatic  airs.  At  length 
a  noble  lady  was  so  far  interested  in  my 
voice  as  to  accord  me  her  patronage,  her 
protection.  Under  the  ^gis  of  her  fos- 
tering care  I  matriculated  in  art  and 
graduated  as  a  full-blown  prima  donna. 


Jacqueline.    Prima  donna. 

Catarina.  At  La  Scala.  I  am  now  the  reign- 
ing celebrity  here,  as  well.  But  your  own 
story,  little  one;  tell  me  how  you  have 
fared  ere  this. 

Jacqueline.  I?  Oh,  I  have  but  a  simple 
story  to  tell:  my  life  has  been  uneventful 
enough;  neither  adventure  nor  fame  has 
chequered  its  lowly  course. 
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For  when    I    say       I      la   -    bor'd  From  morn-ing  iin  -  to 
birds   a-mong  the  branch-  es,  The  flowers  a-mong  the 
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Catarina.    And  we  shall  part  again  ? 
Jacqueline.    Never  ?    How  glad  I  am ! 

Catarina.  I  have  earned  enough  to  sup- 
port us  both.  With  me  you  will  be 
happy. 

Jacqueline.  And  together  we  will  revisit 
Savoy. 


Catarina  ( calling  to  the  girls ).  Come  in,  good 
people  all,  and  witness  our  happiness. 

( Re-enter  Miss  Chippins  and  the  girls.) 

Catarina.  Before  I  take  my  leave  of  the 
stage,  I  invite  you  all  to  the  opera-house, 
and  will  take  no  refusal.  Now,  sister 
mine,  heart  to  heart  we  will  walk  through 
life's  vale  together. 
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fee  -  tion that's  ho    -    ly    and  pure! 
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Cantatas,  Operettas, 
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Little  Gipsy.     By  Geibel.     25  cts. 

Merry  Company  (or  Cadets*  Picnic).     By  Coe.     40  cts. 

Message  of  Christmas.     By  Towne.     X  cts. 

Revolt  of  the  Toys.     Christmas  Cantata.  By  Hart.    20  cts. 

Rose  of  Savoy.     By  Bordese.     50  cts. 

Secret  (The).     By  Geibel.     25  cts. 

Sleighing  Frolic.     By  Bullard  and  Mayhew.     20  cts. 

Strange  Visitors  x  or.  The  Meeting  of  the  Nations.     30  cts. 

Trip  to  Europe.     By  Macy.     30  cts. 

Violet  in  Fairy  Land.     By  Roeckel.     50  cts. 

"Wonderful  Christmas  Tree.     By  Johnson.     40  cts. 


For  full  descriptions  and  lists  of  contents  send 
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Philadelphia  -       •       -  J.  E.  Ditson  &  Co. 


